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I DEDICATE THIS BOOX
GRATEFULLY
TO THE MEMORY OF MY MOTIHER
ENA ALMEDA CHARLION WHEELOCK
THE SOURCE OF ITS
INSPIRATION




This book is the result of a life-~long interest, and its
materials have been gathered from varied sources. It is the fruit
+ of personal inquiry and the cooperation of many friends. It has
~been a pleasant diversion over the years from the more demanding
tasks of life, and I am grateful for this privilege and for the
shared interest of other family members, many of whom I have not
met, and noit a few of whom have now passed away.

I wish to thank all of you who have procured and provided
information or who have helped this project forward in any way. 1
will not attempt to give your names, and would be almost certain
to make important omissioné; but please accept my simcere thanks!

The following, however, are deservihg of special mention:

Mr. John Wheelock Spurr, who generously provided much initial
information. |

Mr. Jonn Meredith, J.P., of Wheelock, Cheshire, England, who
was keenly interested and very helpful over many years.

Mr. Cyril Massey, L.R.I.B.A., of Sandbach, Cheshire, England,
known as the Sandbach Historian, who gave valuable insights.

Mr. Frederic Melvin Wheelock of Amherst, New Hampshire, who
gave impetus affecting a large block of family members.

The following is submitted in the hope that other members of
the family may also be stirred to add their contributions toward
the rounding out and completion of this genealogy. There are no
doubt errors aplenty, and reporting needed corrections will be
much appreciated.

" God bless our family; guard our homes; and make us an

instrument of his truth in the world!

Edward M. B. Wheelock

303 - 630 Seaforth St., _ 15th September 1987
Victoria, B. C. .
VIA 3R7



IDENTITY

We shall be giving brief consideration here to two marks of
identity with respect to the Wheelock Family: (1) The Surname, by which
family members are distinguished from others in the normal course of
ccmnmhity life; and (2) The Coat of Arms, by which, in the "Age of
Chivalry", knights in armour were distinguished in tournament or battle,
and also by which documents were authenticated. }

The Surname

The Christian name - the name given to a person on admission into
the Christian Church ~ dates back to the early history of the Church. In
England, indi'vidua'l-st'ﬁfét.r_e long distinguished by Christian names only. In
the process of time the use of surnames became universal, the sole
exception in England now being members of the royal family, who sign by
their baptismal names onlyl.

Surnames have their origins variously in a wide range of things.
Patronymics, in which the name of the family founder is featured, make
up a large block of the total. His occupation in the mediaeval society
of which he was a part, his office or function in the church or
community, and even some prominent physical feature might prompt the
name by which he was ébecifically distinguished, and so his surname.
Creatures, real or mythical, which may have stood in some sort of totem
relationship to the family origin or figured in its tradition, may be
reflected in the family name. lMany times it had to do with the locale of
the family residence or landed holdings. ‘ _

What was the inspiration of the Wheelock surname? It may be a
matter of surprise, at this point, for the reader to be assured that the
surname VWheelock has nothing to do with wheels, or locks, or other such
hardvare. Nor does the "wheel-lock", which figures in the evolution of
fire-arms (an ignition device between the "matchlock" and the
"f.lintlock"2 Jhave any connection ‘with the family name. "Wheelock" is a
river name3 , and derives ultimately from a charming little river that
winds its way through the lush green fields and farmlands of the
Cheshire plain. The vill and manor of Wheelock adopted the name from the
river which flowed nearby, and the Norman lord who acquired the estate
some time after the Conquest, in turn, adopted the name for himself and
his descendents, abandoning the surname by which he had been known in

Normandy, and thus identifying himself as completely English.
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The story of the Wheelock name takes us back to the beginnings of
the British race and the name itself is of Celtic origin. "The beginning
of the 3rd century B.C. was the period of the greatest Celtic movement,
but the expansion had no doubt begun long before that period...The Celts
moved westward and two divisions of them reached the British Isles,
namely the Brythons and the Goidels. The Brythoné crossed the channel
and established themselves in Fngland and Wales but the Goidels,
- probably in the 4th century B.C., passed directly from the mouth of the
Loire to Ireland where they quickly became the ruling caste."h

As these Celtic immigrants spread themselves over the near-empty -
expanses of this largely uninhabited land, only objects relative to the
contour of the country in its primitive state attracted attention.
Rivers, mountains, lakes and features significant for survival: to these
they gave names as they pressed forward. Among the ancient streams that
thread their way across the level plain was one which because of its
nature they naméd the river "having turns". It is an unpretentious
stream that pursues its tranquil and unhurried course to empty its
waters into the Dane, which in turn joins the Weaver at Middlewich that
they may. find their way through the Hersey at last to the 6pen sea. One
wonders just why the little stream should have attracted special
attention. Might it not have been that there was something else that
awvakened interest as being essential to wellbeing and survival. There
was salt; for which the region today is noted. It was mined by the
Romans, and it is not too much to suppose that these vast deposits were
noticed and employed from the very first. The Roman soldier received
salt as part of his pay, and that simple fact is remembered today in our
English word "salary”.

Today the Welsh language is as near as we can get to the speech of
those ancient Brythons. We know the little stream today as the River
Wheelock.  The name is said to be cognate with Chwilogen Rivers, and
derived from the Welsh chwel or chwyl meaning “"turn" (from a root svel -

'to turn')é. Evans gives a Welsh adjective chwelog, 'having turns'’.

England afterwards experienced three foreign invasions and
conguests by people of another speech and language - Roman, Anglo-Saxon
and Norman - but through all these disruptive changes the original name
held even though its original meaning may well have been forgotten. Of

course there were changes. It was a time of near universal illiteracy,
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and anong those who could write spelling was influenced in large ineasure
by the way the spoken word sounded. Then as now pronounciation itself
reflected dialectal differences and racial background. There appears
also to be a lack of concern as to consistency in the spelling of
surnames; differing spellings occurring sometimes- in the same document
(or was this the work of a careless scribe?) There are other cases in
which a different spelling of the name has quite obviously been done
“deliberately.

As a result there are more than twenty different spellings of the )
name "Wheelock" that have come to my attention in various books and old
documents. The Domesday Survey of 1086 spells it Hoilochs; the
| Dictionary of National Bio'graphy9 gives five variant spellings -

Vhelock, Wheloc, Wheelock, Wheelocke and Whelocke; Earwa‘icerlo gives five

spellings - Wheelock, Queloc, Qwelok, Vhelock and ¥helok. Then there is
Queloc (1439), Quelocke (1322), Wheeloke (1589), Wnilock (1558),
Vhilocke (1660), Whillock (1610), Whillocke (1637), - Willock (1691),
Whylock (1620), Wyllocke (1569) and Whyloke. There may bhe more. It is

said that the present spelling Wheelock dates from about 139011.




“WHEELOCK, river name, Cheshire, (Qwelok, 1321, - Catalogue of Ancient
Deeds, London, 1890-1906; Whelok, 1440, - Index to the Charters and Rolls
in the British Museum, London, 1900, 1912), On the river is Wheelock vil-
lage (Hoiloch, - Domesday Book, London, 1783-1816, 'This réference also
includes the Exon Domesday. The date of both is 1086, Whelok, 1260,
County Court, City Court and Eyre Rolls of Chester, Chetham Soc. NS, 84,
Welok, 13, Index of the Charters and Rolls in the British Muséum, London,
1900, 1912). Wheelock is a British river-name, cognate with Chwilogen
River, 1198, Dugdale, W., Monasticon Anglicanum, London, 1846, v, (in
Wales) and derived from Welsh chwel or chwyl 'turn' (from a root svel -
'to turn')., Evans gives a Welsh adjective chwelog, 'having turns'. The

Wheelock is a very winding river."

'rom: The Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place-Names by Ellert Ekwall,
Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1936, Under the heading of Wheelock.




The Coat of Arms

The Coat of Arms today is an interesting vestige of "The Age of
Chivalry" and serves little more than a decorative purpose. It is,
"however, a distinctive and cherished bit of family heritage and deserves
our consideration as such. Says Anthony Wagner, Richmond Heraldlzz
"Heraldry springs from the devices, boldly painted in bright colours,
which knights in the first half of the twelfth century began to bear on
their shields to identify themselves in tournameﬁt_and battle. Passing
from father to son these ensigns came to be thought of more as family -
than purely personal possessions, and so became matters of family pride
and social importance".

Heraldry emerged.in the century after the Norman Conquest. "Nothing
is more certain than that neither armorial banners nor shields of arms
13 Duke William had to bare his
head after the battle before he could persuade his men that he was still

were borne on either side at Hastings."

alive. The emergence of heraldry was both sudden and widespread. In the

20 years between 1135 and 1155 seals show the original use of heraldic
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insignia in England, France, Germany, Spain and Italy.”  The great seal

of 1189 of Richard I is the first occurrence of an English sovereign
with arms on his shield.15

The Coat of Arms in its common form consists of the combination of

16

the shield, helmet and crest. So the Wheelock arms appear bare and

deprived as we see them usually depicted without either helmet or
crest.17 The inclusion of the helmet is legitimate for everyone. Since
"in the days when knights were bold, and armigerous, everyone wore a
helmet of some sort in battle, so everyone now is entitled to a helmet

in his grant of arms."18

In the older days of Heraldry the position of
the helmet in the coat of arms varied as much as the shape of helmets,
but "since the 17th century there have been rules laid down and
generally observed for the delineation of helmets."19 "The helmet of an
esquire or gentleman shall be of steel and in profile, with the visor
closed."20 _

The absence of a crest is a different matter - the Wheelocks have
none! This is due to the fact that the Wheelock arms originated before
crests came into use. The Wheelock arms date from 1285, and "modelled

crests were not usual till the fourteenth century."21

However, the
evolution of the crest had reached an intermediary phase "taken in the

thirteenth century (which) was to paint not the helmet but a fan-shaped
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"“2. "This combination, of shield,

metal crest fixed to the top of it
helmet and crest, soon became and has remained common form, and...the
three together are called by a name that belongs to none of them, a Coat
of Arms"23 _

The fact that the Wheelock Coat of Arms is lacking a crest attests
to the antiquity of the arms and family. "There are few families today
who possess arms without a crest. Some like the Churchills of luston
have no crest and for that reason we can be sure both of the antiquity
of the family and its arms; but 1o grant today would be made of arms -
without a crest"ZA. So wrote the heraldic authority, Mr. L. G. Pine,

B.A., F.SA.Scot., M.J.I., Ldltor o s?Burke s Peerage, Burke's Llanded

Gentry, etc. The same would be true, one’ﬁfésumes, of the Wheelocks of
Wheelock. '

The regulating of the use of armorial bearlnps in England is the
work of the heralds. They received their first charter of incorporation
from Rlchard III in 1484 and in five centuries have recorded or granted
arms to some 40,000 families. "Down to 1300 perhaps something like
fifteen hundred distinct coats of arms had been.adopted in Encrlanu"25

In 1530 XKing Henry VIII instituted "Visitations" by the Heralds and

these continued at fairly even intervals of about twenty years until
1686, These Visitations were tours of inspection by counties to register
arms and pedigrees of the nobility and gentry of those narts, and to re-
prove and control those who laid claim to arms which they had no right
to use according to the rule526. In later Visitations the Heralds
recorded or granted crests to those who held older arms granted before
crests were included. In this they evidently did a thorough job.

Rowever it may have been, the Wheelock arms was one of the few not
dealt with. This could perhaps be explained by the fact that at the time
of the first Visitation (1530) the manor and estateé of VWheelock were
not in Wheelock hands, nor had they been for 90 yvears. The last of the
Wheelocks of Wheelock had passed away in 1439, and the inheritance then
passed to the female line of the family, Leversage by name. The
Leversage arms is "Argent, a chevron between three plough-shares erect,
Sable". And they have a crest: "A leopard's face Jesoant a fleur-de-lis,
Or",
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Anthony Wagner, Richmond Herald, has this to say with regard to
these ancient arms: "The simplicity of the older coats goes with great
charm of design. Draughtsmen in the thirteenth century had often at once
a freshness and a majesty of sight and touch now seldom seen. In the
little art of heraldry they needed no guidance of rigid rule, but saw
without telling, what was best in general"27

The design of the Wheelock shield is very plain and simple: "Argent
' achevron between three Catherine wheels, Sable". The first named colour
is always that of the "field", or the colour of the shield on which the
design is to be painted, In this case it is Argenf_ (01d French "
terminology is used) or Silver (White). The design is a chevron between
three Catherine wheels in glossy black standing out splendidly against
the silvery whiteness of the field - beautiful in its dignified
simplicity!

Concerning the chevron, Oswald Barron has this to say: "The
' Chevron, a word found in mediaeval building accounts for the barge-
boards of a gable,'is an Ordinary whose form is explained by its name.
Perhaps the very earliest of English armorial charges, and familiarized
by the shield of the gre\at house of Clare, it became exceedingly popular
in England. Its width varies in different examples. Likewise its angle
varies, being sometimes so acute as to touch the top of the shield,
while in post-mediaeval armory the point is often blunted beyond the .
right angle"28. |

With the Chevron are three Catherine wheels. The Catherine whose
name is here referred to was the good Catherine of Alexandria, of wnom
history has little to tell us. According to the legend recorded in the
Roman martyrology, and in Simeon Metaphrastes, Catherine upbraided the
Imperor Maximinus for his cfuelties, and adjured him to give up the
worship of false gods. The angry tyrant, unable to refute her arguments,
sent for pagan scholars to argue with her, but they were discomfited.
Catherine was then scourged and imprisoned. When the empress went to
reason with her, Catherine converted her as well as the Roman general
and his soldiers, who had accompanied her. Maximinus now ordered her to
be broken on the wheel; but the wheel was shattered by her touch. The
axe proved fatal, and the martyr's body was borne by anoels to Mount
Sinai, where Justinian I built the famous monastery in her honour. The

wheel being her symbol, she was the patron saint of wheelwrights and



